
    CHRIST   CHURCH  DUNS 

Teindhillgreen 

Duns, TD11 3DX 

 

 

A Place for Peace and Hope 

WHAT’S ON IN OCTOBER 
Regular Events 

Contemplative Prayer: Contemplative Prayer Mondays at 

4.30pm.  Venues to be announced, phone for details 01361 883315. 

Study Group: Venue 16, Murray Street 10.00 am Wednesdays. 

Meeting Point:  Nov.29th. 2.30pm in Church Room. Patrick 

Dixon on the 'Cutty Sark'. 

Special Events this month 

1st Nov A Heart for Duns Community Lunch 12.00 - 1.00 pm in the 

Volunteer Hall. 

6th Nov. at 2.30 pm. A meeting at Jean Fraser's, 16 Murray Street to 

discuss and finalise plans for Annual Coffee Morning. 

25th Nov Coffee morning 10.00 - 11.30 am in Duns Parish Church 
Hall  Please give as generously as you can to Cake, Flower and Gift 

Stalls also Raffle to helpers or on morning of the Sale. 

29th Nov Talk on “Street Pastors”  7.15pm. Invitation from Duns 

Parish Church. Names please to Joan Noble. 

Christ Church Contact Details 

Address: The Rectory, Wellfield, Duns. TD11 3EH 
Telephone, message only: 01361 882209 
email: Christchurch.duns@outlook.com 

Interim minister - Prebendary Bob King 
Address: St. Andrew's Rectory, 6 Forestfield, Kelso. 
TD5 7BX                  Telephone: 01573 224163 

email: rectorofkelso@gmail.com     

Website: www.christchurchduns.org.uk 
Charity Number SC009385 

Material for inclusion in the December newsletter 
should be submitted as early as possible and by 

Monday, 20th November at the latest. 

Email: ratzelbaumuk@yahoo.co.uk 

Seeking to be a family of caring people growing in the 
knowledge and love of God through Jesus Christ and 
expressing that love, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 
through our relationships with one another and our 

service and witness in the community. 

 The Grim Reaper came for me last night, and I 

beat him off with a vacuum cleaner. Talk about 

Dyson with death.  

 I was driving this morning when I saw an RAC van 

parked by the road. The driver was sobbing 

uncontrollably. I thought to myself, "That man's 

heading for a breakdown." 

 I'm reading a book about anti-gravity.  I 

can't put it down. 

Sunday Services (10.30.am) 

November 5th  All Saints Sunday  Presiding - Rev. S. Cameron 
Revelation 7.9-17  Psalm 34.1-10  1 John 3.1-3 Matthew 5.1-12  

Evening prayer at 6.00pm. 

November 12th Remembrance Sunday 

No service at Christ Church, combined service at Parish Church 

November 19th 2nd  Sunday before Advent Presiding – Rev. A Naish 
Zephaniah 1.7,12-18 Psalm 90.1-8[9-11]12  1 Thessalonians 5.1-

11  Matthew 25.14-30 

November 26th Christ the King, AGM  Presiding – Rev. G. Redpath 
Ezekiel 34.11-16,20-24 Psalm 95.1-7 Ephesians 1.15-23 Matthew 

25.31-46 

Our Coffee Morning on the 25th November in the 
Parish Hall needs raffle prizes, baking and NEW 
things for our gifts stall. Please give generously! 

  

A Prayer for Late Autumn  
Walk with us, God  
Through sharp, frosty days  
And bright, crunchy leaves  
Into winter.  
Rest with us  
By warm firesides  
And tell us stories  
Into the night.  
Take us out at night  
And show us the stars  
And fill us  
With wonder.  
Bless us and our families  
Our friends  
And our neighbours  
With love and with courage.  
And never let us forget  
The stranger  
Who needs to share our wealth,  
Our shelter  
And our hope.  

Ruth Burgess  



The next Vestry meeting is Monday 30th October. 

We have decided that during our search for a new 

minister we will have Vestry meetings every two 

months and use the alternate months specifically to 

discuss the future and the appointment of a new 

rector. Jean Fraser and Paul Starkey have agreed 

to be co-opted to help. 

If you would like to give us your views to help when 

we are discussing what we are looking for in a new 

Rector, please pop them in the suggestion box in 

church or email them via the church email address. 

We want as many of the congregation to be involved 

as possible. 

We have formal approval from Diocese for Peter 

Dale's new glass door; hopefully we'll have it by 

Christmas. 

We have also approved the refurbishment of the 

wooden entrance door which is kindly being paid for 

by Mrs A. Hay and Mrs M. Ramsay. 

We now have a Facebook page thanks to Janet 

Starkey, please visit it and “like” us. 

The Rectory has now been let. The office in the 

upper room will be operational in early November. 

Most administration work can be done from home, 

but I will usually be in the new office on Monday 

afternoons if anything needs photocopying or you 

have a query.                              Christina Fairclough 

Vestry Update 
 

Local Authority Notice: There has been a 

change of mind regarding a name for the new 

housing complex for the elderly. We feel 

that “St Peter's Close” is inappropriate.  

It’s a devil to start 

on these damp 

November mornings 

—luckily one of our 

parishioners works 

for the AA. 

The address in our Newsletter is traditionally from the Rector, 

but during the interregnum we thought it would be nice to 

give others the opportunity to share some of their own 

thoughts or spiritual insights. 

It feels like a great honour and responsibility for me to be 

doing this, I don’t presume to offer any great wisdom and I 

am certainly not a proficient theologian, but I’ll tell you one or 

two things that I’ve been thinking about over the last year or 

so. 

I was brought up with stories from the Children’s Bible and 

with loving “Christian” values, so my faith has always been 

fairly simplistic, always there in the background and has 

helped me through some very uncertain and stressful times in 

my life. 

I worry about the future, sometimes so much so that I hardly 

notice all that I have today.  I live in fear of getting old, run-

ning out of money, getting ill, something happening to the 

house or car that I can’t afford to fix.  It seemed to be getting 

worse over the last two or three years until one day it dawned 

on me what we mean when we say: 

“Give us this day our daily bread” 

For me it is a simple prayer and thanksgiving that today I am 

warm, fed and loved.  I have all the resources and resilience I 

need to get through the day.  In the past when Kathy and I 

have felt at the end of our tether and very close to the edge, 

we’ve discovered the resources and resilience to get through 

the day.  The future is always going to be uncertain, we don’t 

know what might happen and we don’t know how we’ll react.  

For me, when I pray “give us this day our daily bread” it gives 

me the space to be thankful for what I have now and to ap-

preciate the present.  It also gives me the strength to face 

the future with optimism. 

The same is true for the Church itself, there is some uncer-

tainty about how we see our future mission and ministry and 

how the new Rector will fit in with our needs.  What can we 

offer him or her and how does it all fit into the wider ministry 

in Berwickshire?  Many of us would like a full time priest but 

how can we pay for it? 

We are coming up to the AGM and there is bound to be some 

discussion about this, it’s important that all views are heard 

so please make yours known at the AGM or to a member of 

Vestry.  There is also a suggestion box at the back of the 

Church so please use it.  We are building a profile and a vison 

of how we want our Church to develop so that it meets the 

needs of all the congregation and wider community. 

We also have a gift month coming up in November and many 

have expressed an interest in setting up a “stipend fund”.  

This will specifically contribute to the new Rector’s 

stipend so that we can afford as much as possible 

for as long as possible.  Our aspiration has to be to 

appoint a full time priest.  The rent from the Rec-

tory will also go into this stipend fund and help 

build our resources during the interregnum to give 

the new Rector a secure start from which to build 

their ministry. 

So, we don’t know what the future holds for any of 

us or for the Church, but, I believe, that as long as 

we have the resources and resilience to appreciate 

what we have today and everyday then we can be 

optimistic about tomorrow. 

Sometimes I go into the Church when it’s empty 

and dark, except for the alter lights, and I stand for 

a few moments and meditate on that line: 

“Give us this day or daily bread” 

It brings me great peace. May God grant you what 

you need for today.                        Peter Estibeiro 

Pray this month for those we know 

who are in hospital, ill, elderly, 

housebound or in care, also for 

those who care for them. 


